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MATES

THE PITCH

meet me at our spot



TOMMY & MATTHEW ARE MATES

ENEMIES

BACK TO THE FUTURE HEARTSTOPPER




TOMMY

Stubborn and scrappy,
: his heart of gold gets him
L intotrouble often. Currently
T W A trying to get good at football.
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MATTI'HEW. oA Y Still stubborn.
Ch'armmg and kind, P e \ i Far less optimistic.
he'sthe blzsf Fri|znd o P T =T N Stillverybad atfootball.
11-year-old could ask tor. o N
Until puberty hits. PN ’ / “ @ ﬁ'NATT R Sl g
/ -\ Rude.Cocky.Vain. i
? 4 ; ) Albeit, still very charming.
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: 1 Coming-of-age spaces like playgrounds,
1 football pitches, and childhood homes
¥ arehubsforhomogeny. MATES finds

-8 thequeerquietinthese spheres.

South Dublinhasbecomealandscape , = = = = °

of queer acceptance, butitis not yet
embraced. The smaller nuisances
of queerlife, such asdatingand
socializing, iswhat the film

aims torepresent.



Plenty of queer stories already
tackle coming-out narratives, where
conflictisbornfrom shame andintolerance.

When Matt’s football coach bans any
interaction with Tom's school, it does not
matter who identifies as what:the boys must
keep their feelings secret



o UTH COLLIDE |

Outside of the core romance, Tom
and Tommy'sdynamicis the heart of the film

uck a3 vee A
The mistakes: .

Childhood expectations unfulfilled,

choices he still regrets, ultimately allowing

Tomto heal hisinner childin orderto grow himself,

whilst Tommy learns the value in embracing imperfection




BURY YOUR GAYS-CLICHES

MATES is fully aware of the romance
tropes, both straight and queer.
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i \ Acknowledging that many queer
3 ,' people do not get theirlove stories until
\ y laterin life, the film finds the middleground

Sem between bleak pessimism and far-fetched optimism.



MATES ENEMIES LABELS

Meanwhile, Tom cycles through
the rain and interrupts Matt’s football
match to kiss him while the crowd applauds!

Butisn't that the beauty of it?
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